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Recycling Plant Safety Talk

Recycling plants play an important role in protecting the environment and creating a more
sustainable future. Every shift contributes to turning waste into something valuable. While the
work can involve risks, those risks can be controlled with knowledge, awareness, and consistent
safe practices. This Safety Talk highlights some of the key dangers found in recycling plants.

Key Hazards in Recycling Plants:
Chemical Exposure

Batteries, solvents, and fluids may contain acid, cadmium, mercury, and lead. Prolonged
exposure damages organs, causes poisoning, and creates long-term health concerns.

Biohazards

Medical waste, used needles, animal or human waste, moist environments, and contaminated
laboratory items can transmit serious diseases including hepatitis and HIV.

Repetitive Motion Injuries

Continuous sorting, reaching, or use of vibrating tools strains joints, tendons, and nerves. Over
time, numbness, weakness, or chronic pain may develop.

Skin and Eye Damage

Exposure to oily or contaminated surfaces, airborne bacteria, and dust from wood, paper, or
cardboard can lead to irritation, dermatitis, or infection. Eyes remain vulnerable to splashes and
dust particles.

Musculoskeletal Disorders

Heavy lifting, twisting, bending, or overreaching place significant strain on the back, shoulders,
and neck. Repeated strain may lead to permanent injury.

PPE and Environmental Issues

Failure to wear correct protective equipment leaves workers vulnerable. In hot or humid
environments, improper PPE use also raises risks of heat stress.

Machinery and Moving Parts

Conveyors, compactors, and balers contain hazardous moving parts. Without guards or
lockout/tagout procedures, crushing and amputation hazards increase dramatically.
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Struck by Moving or Falling Objects

Falling tools, unsecured material bales, or contact with forklifts and vehicles often cause severe
injuries.

Collapse, Overturning, and Trapping

Forklifts, cranes, and stacked materials can overturn or collapse, trapping or crushing
individuals in the vicinity.

Slips, Trips, and Falls

Cluttered walkways, wet or oily surfaces, unguarded ladders, and elevated platforms contribute
to frequent workplace accidents and injuries.
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Sharp Objects

Broken glass, metal shards, and syringes pose risks of punctures and lacerations, which can also
serve as entry points for dangerous infections.

Conclusion

Recycling work brings challenges such as exposure to chemicals and biohazards, the strain of
heavy lifting and repetitive motions, and the dangers of machinery, sharp objects or falls. By
recognizing these risks and applying the right precautions, injuries can be avoided and daily
operations kept on track.

Discussion Points

1. What steps can be taken each day to lower the risks from hazards like chemicals, heavy
lifting, machinery, and slips or falls?



